
1 The optimal total surface of natural areas to maintain an adequate diversity of species is estimated to be close to 15%. A minimum surface of 5% of farmland is

required by IOBC to be designated as ECA. This size is therefore a step in the right direction but not necessarily the final objective. Boller, Hani & Poeling, Ecological 
Infrastructures. 2004



It is frequently asked if cover crops can be used as ecological infrastructure. The answer to this depends 
on how it is managed. Permanently established and perennially flowering native cover may qualify under 
certain circumstances, depending on the site. Alternate mowing at long intervals is allowed to manage 
competition with crops. Limited or no pesticide use must be used, and exclusively from OMRI-listed 
products on the LIVE Yellow List. Tilling under is not allowed for this area to qualify as infrastructure. 
Spading every other row every fourth year is allowed – this will result in four distinct age groups of flora 
within the ecological infrastructure, thus maximizing its ecological quality. The final decision on whether 
an in-row cover crop would qualify in lieu of other ecological infrastructure is at the discretion and 
review of the third-party inspector in consultation with LIVE Joint Technical Committee.
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